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December Church Services 

 
3 December 9.15am Christingle Service at South Crosland 
  10.00am Morning Worship at Netherton Methodist Church 
  10.30am Holy Communion at Berry Brow Methodist Church 
 
10 December 9.15am Holy Communion at Armitage Bridge 
  10.00am Morning Worship at Netherton Methodist Church 
  10.30am Morning Worship at Berry Brow Methodist Church 
 
17 December 10.00am Julie’s farewell service with Holy Communion  
  and shared lunch at South Crosland 
 
20 December  7.30pm Carol service at Armitage Bridge 
 
24 December     10.00am Joint service of Holy Communion at Netherton    

Methodist Church 
  4.00pm Nativity Service at South Crosland 
  5.30pm Nativity service at Armitage Bridge 

7.00pm Joint First Holy Communion service for Christmas at    
Berry Brow 
11.30pm Joint Midnight Holy Communion service at South 
Crosland 

 
25 December 10.00am Joint Holy Communion service for Christmas at 

Armitage Bridge 
 
31 December 10.00am Joint Holy Communion service at Netherton 

Methodist Church 
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January Church Services 
 

7 January  9.15am Holy Communion at South Crosland 
  10.00am Morning Worship at Netherton Methodist Church 
  10.30am Morning Worship at Berry Brow Methodist Church 
 
14 January 9.15am Morning worship service at Armitage Bridge 

10.00am Holy Communion service at Netherton Methodist 
Church 

  10.30am Morning Worship at Berry Brow Methodist Church 
 
21 January  10.00am Covenant service and Holy Communion at 

Netherton Methodist church 
 
28 January 9.15am Holy Communion at Armitage Bridge 
  10.00am Morning Worship at Netherton Methodist Church 
  10.30am Morning Worship at Berry Brow Methodist Church 
 
 
 

December Mid-Week Services 
 
6 December            11 Sherwood Drive, Netherton. 
13 December      42 Beaumont Park Road, Beaumont Park 
20 December     11 Sherwood Drive, Netherton. 
27 December      No meeting 
 
Check with Stella or Barbara for dates and venues in January. 
 
Every Wednesday at St Paul’s 
9.15 Morning Worship, 30 minutes of worship and prayer. All welcome. 
 
Every Thursday at St Paul’s 
5.20 Christian Meditation.30 minutes of Quiet Contemplation. All welcome. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
As we move into the season of goodwill to all it seems to me there is much 
going on in the world where that goodwill is much needed. The land where 
Jesus was born is once again the centre of conflict, it will be the second 
Christmas Ukrainians will celebrate under the threat of Russian Missiles, 
conflict and tensions remain in places like Sudan, Yemen, and parts of Africa. 
It would be easy to feel despondent about the state of the world we live in 
and ask where is God at work? 
 
It was into a similar world that God chose to come and dwell amongst us. A 
world where there was conflict and injustice. In Jesus God came to bring 
salvation to a broken world. 
 
One of the things I like to do at this time of year is to read or watch A 
Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. At the start of the story Scrooge 
personifies much that is negative about human nature, by the end of the 
story he is the embodiment of what Christmas means. Through a range of 
encounters, he changes. For me one of the messages of the story is that no 
matter how bad someone is they can change. 
 
This is also a time for pantomimes where the hero overcomes great odds to 
defeat evil and bring a happy ending. 
 
The messages of such stories coupled with the reality of the salvation God 
brings in Jesus brings us all hope. 
 
It brings hope because the stories show us that evil can be overcome, and 
humanity can be and does good. It brings hope because in Christ there is 
always the opportunity for people to change and turn to God. 
 
Such hope is not wishful thinking but grounded in a faith in a God who has 
created all things including us and saw what was created and said it was 
good. It is based on a God who came and dwelt among us to show us how to 
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give and bring us salvation, a God who so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten son. 
 
So, although humanity might continue to fail to live up to its calling as created 
in the image of God, God’s love and grace and mercy will never cease to offer 
the opportunity for change and salvation. 
 
So where is God at work? I would suggest we do wherever we find people 
showing love, especially in times of challenge and conflict. Look for this and 
you will see God. 
 
As we come to celebrate the birth of our Lord, the Prince of Peace, may we all 
once more experience God’s love and seek to love as He loved us. As we 
travel on into the New Year may that love be at work bringing change where 
it is needed and peace for all. 
And so may God bless us, everyone! 
 
Tim 
Revd Tim Francis  
 

***** 
Coffee Mornings 
 
Holy Trinity Church holds a coffee morning on the second Saturday of each 
month at South Crosland Junior School, Moor Lane, Netherton. The proceeds 
raised at the November coffee morning were £111.30. 
The next coffee morning will take place on 9 December 2023 at 10.00am. 
Come along to enjoy tea or coffee and sing carols. 

Stella 

 
Bishop Moses Yamo Masala 
Bishop Masala has prepared a report of his visit to West Yorkshire in September. I 
will include the full report in the digital version of Focus, and it will also be 
included on our website. For technical reasons it will not appear on our website 
until December. 
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Shoebox appeal 2023 
 

 
 
 
Caroline Jones 

***** 
Knit along for advent. 
 
I did a knit-a-long for lent earlier this year with this Methodist Church in 
Bristol.  They also do an Advent one.  There are meditations for each day of 
Advent with all the rows to be knitted that day.  The information below describes 
it better than I can.  Some of the knitters in our various churches may want to 
give it a go.  They will have to sign up and can get information and queries on this 
email address: 
 

learning@vic-methodist-bristol.org.uk 
 

If people sign up directly I’m sure they’ll get the welcome letter sent to them. 
 

 
Angela Dick 
Editor. I will put this on the Emmanuel Benefice website too. 

mailto:learning@vic-methodist-bristol.org.uk
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Diary Dates 
 
6 December: First Wednesday Group including South Crosland Women’s society. 
  Methodist Church, Netherton at 2.00pm. 
 
3 January: First Wednesday Group, 2.00pm at Netherton Methodist. AGM and 

a fun meeting. 
 
13 January:  Final date for copy February Focus, 12 Noon. 

Items received after this time will probably miss the cut.  
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Banners 
 
When we were clearing St John’s church, 
Newsome, we found 21 banners in various 
locations and in various states of repair. I was 
loathe to throw them away so I cleaned them 
up and ironed them as best I could so that 
everyone could enjoy looking at them. We 
have been displaying the banners at Holy 
Trinity church, South Crosland, at the 
appropriate season. The others are draped 
over the pews on the gallery. However, it 
struck me that I know nothing about these 
banners and would like to find out more! 
Who made them and when? Which church 
have they graced over the years? Some may have come from St Stephen’s or 
even Emmanuel church in Lockwood originally.  

 
All the banners can be seen in full colour in 
the online version of Focus, though there isn’t 
the space to show them all in print.  
Please share your knowledge with me! Thank 
you.  
 
Caroline Jones 
07810 323246 
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Pizza and Burger Evening 

 
As some of our Junior Church children had been unable to attend the Annual 
Family Picnic in September it was thought that an early evening get together 
would be good.  
So, on a damp and chilly Friday evening at the end of October, twenty-two 
past and present Junior Church members and their families met at the Sons of 
the North Café in the North Light Gallery. 
Luke and his staff gave us a warm welcome and provided us with delicious 
Pizzas and Burgers. 
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Even though our ages ranged from 4 months to 80 years it was an enjoyable 
evening with plenty of space for the younger ones to run about!  
It was lovely to see how the former “little ones” had grown and developed. 
Judging by the noise we made and the conversations taking place it could be 
said that a good time was had by all.  
We look forward to the next evening out. 
Melody 
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Myra Schofield 
 
Dear All  
To those who remember and knew Myra Schofield, I am the bearer of the sad 
news that she passed away recently. 
  
She moved to Uckfield some fourteen years ago to be near her daughter 
Sara.  Though her eyesight had been failing for some time, she lived 
independently until very recently when she had to succumb to a care home due 
to a degree of heart failure. 
Yes, it only seems like yesterday that Myra was toing and froing, up and down, 
Newsome Rd South to St John’s church where she was a valued member of the 
congregation and the choir. She was also a regular attender at the Contemplative 
Prayer meetings and the Ladies Evening Fellowship group at Berry brow MC. 
  
She was also a valued member staff of Berry Brow Infant School where she 
worked as a much-loved dining/classroom assistant and managed to work 
beyond her retirement age by being somewhat economic with her date of birth!! 
  
May she rest in peace. 

 
Astrid 

***** 
Scargill House 
Mon 15 to Fri 19 April 2024  

Simeon Wood & Dave Hopwood 
Musician and composer Simeon Wood, and writer and speaker Dave Hopwood, 
will share music, thoughts, visuals and stories about life, faith and keeping going. 
Dave and Simeon have been friends since they first met in the early 90s (1990s!). 
They share a passion for communicating the Christian story in creative and 
engaging ways. If you want to be excited by the Bible, enthralled once again by 
the Father’s love, and be amazed by stories of faith, and not even think about 
falling asleep during the sessions, then this week is for you! Our lives can be full 
of notes – music and tales which express who we are and the wonders and 
struggles we face each day. 

https://scargillmovement.org/event-speakers/simeon-wood-dave-hopwood
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Armitage Bridge Ringers 

 
Why Do Church Bells Ring Muffled? 

 
Bells are often rung half-muffled at funerals, in memorial and on 
Remembrance Sunday as it gives a mournful effect, especially on heavy 
mellow bells. New Year’s Eve is another occasion for half-muffling to mark the 
passing of the old year, removing the muffles at midnight to welcome in the 
new year. 

What Are Bell Muffles? 
 

Muffles are leather pads fitted to a bell’s clapper to reduce the volume. They 
attenuate the bell’s strike note whilst retaining the “hum”. By muffling the 
clapper only on one side an echo effect is created as the blows are 
alternatively loud (open) and soft (muffled). Bells rung this way are said to be 
“half-muffled”.   The muffles are traditionally fixed to the clapper using a 
leather strap and lace. It’s difficult to get the lace and strap tight enough to 
stop the muffle sliding around the clapper which is annoying. These days 
Velcro or cable ties allow the steeple keeper to get a tighter grip on the 
clapper shaft.   

Half or Fully Muffled? 
 
To ring “half muffled” a leather pad would be fitted to one side of the clapper 
only. It’s important to ensure that each clapper is silenced on the same side, 
most solemn occasions would have “half muffled” bells. 
To ring “fully muffled” a pad would be fixed to each side of the clapper ball 
thereby silencing both sides of the bell on the strike. Bells are only rung in this 
way (with the backstroke of the tenor left open) for the death of the 
Sovereign, the incumbent Vicar (Parish Priest) or the Bishop of the dioceses. 
 
Alan and Lorraine 

 
 

 



                           December 2023/January 2024 

 

25 | P a g e  
 
 

1 | P a g e  
 

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF TANZANIA 

DIOCESE OF RORYA 

 

 

 

 

 

BISHOP MOSES YAMO MASALA’S REPORT 

FOLLOWING A VISIT TO THE DIOCESE OF 

LEEDS (WAKEFIELD)  

 5TH - 19TH SEPTEMBER 2023. 

 

THIS REPORT PREPARED BY: 

RT REV. MOSES YAMO MASALA 

DIOCESAN BISHOP – DIOCESE OF RORYA 

P.O BOX 38 TARIME 

EMAIL: musayamo78@gmail.com 

WhatsApp: +255 788 711 198 
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December  2023 Readings and prayers 
 

Sunday 3 December – Advent Sunday .1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 & Mark 13: 24-end 
Prayer for the Day – Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the 
darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Sunday 10 December – 2nd Sunday of Advent.    Isaiah 40: 1-11 & Mark 1: 1-8 
Prayers for the Day (Collect) 
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ 
comes again as judge and saviour we may be ready to receive him, who is our 
Lord and our God. 
Sunday 17 December – 3rd Sunday of Advent. Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-end & John 1: 6-8, 
19-28 
Prayers for the Day (Collect) 
God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way 
of your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to 
suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Sunday 24 December 4th Sunday of Advent (Christmas Eve)  Romans 16: 25-end 
& Luke 1: 26-38 
Prayers for the Day (Collect) 
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we wait for his coming 
in glory; bring us through the birth pangs of this present age to see, with her, our 
great salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Monday 25 Christmas Day Psalm 110, Isaiah 62.1-5, Matthew 1.18-25 
Father, inspire this us this Christmas, so that we appreciate afresh the meaning of 
your coming, transforming our individual lives and communities into signs of your 
active reign among us. Let forgiveness be your Christmas gift to us, and new 
commitment be our Christmas gift to you. 
Sunday 31 December 1st Sunday of Christmas Galatians 4: 4-7 & Luke 2: 15-25 
Prayer for Today (Collect) 
God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the nations to be one family, 
and draw us into your holy life through the birth of Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
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January 2024 Readings and prayers. 

 

     Monday 1st Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 

      Psalm 103, Genesis 17.1-13, Romans 2.17-29 
God of light, shed on the world through Christ, we pray that we bear Christ’s light 
to the world. As the rising sun burns away the night’s darkness to bring a dawn of 
fresh life, so we pray that we speak and live the gospel’s promise of rising hope, 
of judgement and joy and of life reborn. 

 

     Sunday 7th January The Epiphany Ephesians 3: 1-12 & Matthew 2: 1-12 
     Prayer for the Day (Collect) 

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: 
guide and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Sunday 14th January 2nd Sunday of Epiphany Revelation 5: 1-10 & John       1:      
43-end 

      Prayer for the Day (Collect) 
Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us with the whole creation to your 
glory, hidden through past ages and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Sunday 21st January 3rd Sunday of Epiphany  Revelation 19: 6-10 & John 2: 1-        
11 
Prayer for Today (Collect) 
God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, release to the 
captives, and freedom to the oppressed: anoint us with your Holy Spirit and set 
all your people free to praise you in Christ our Lord. 

 

 

      Sunday 28th January Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)   
      Hebrews 2: 14-end & Luke 2: 22-40 
      Prayer for the Day (Collect) 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel: make your home among 
us, and present us pure and holy to your heavenly Father, your God, and our God. 
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CONTACTS 

 
Webpage:  www.theemmanuelteam.org.uk 
This magazine may be read in full colour on our webpage! 

Ministers  
 
Rector and Area Dean:   Revd Julie Anderson  962184 

julie_anderson51@yahoo.co.uk 
42 Beaumont Park Road, Huddersfield, HD4 5JS 

 
Assistant Clergy:  Revd David Kent  324049 
    

Revd Debby Plummer 07762236986 
    
Methodist Minister: Revd Tim Francis  703955 

      07443338697 
   tim.francis@methodist.org.uk 
Churchwardens 
 
Armitage Bridge: Pamela Thomas  359270 
    

Tony Crawshaw                07738068557 
 
South Crosland:  Allan Greaves  662659 
    

Paul Coldwell  340180 
 
Webpage and Magazine Contact   
 
Rena Souten  rsouten@gmail.com 07799895350 

                   THE EMMANUEL BENEFICE HUDDERSFIELD                                                      
“Offering love and service to our communities in Christ’s 
name.” 
 

http://www.theemmanuelteam.org.uk/
mailto:julie_anderson51@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rsouten@gmail.com
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